CRUISING: Cannonvale company Fusion Catamarans Pty Ltd, is about to start exporting their kit form catamarans mrl-“:.
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Firm launches export kit ‘cats’

By DAVID SEXTON
dasstan@dalymarcury, com.au

A WHITSUNDAY compa-
ny which builds cotmmaran
kits Iz abont to start export-
ing across the world,

Fosion Catamarans Py
Lid estmblished (taall i the
old Farr Factory af Blue Buy
Esiale, Cannonvale, & yvesr
ago and is already making
rapid gains in (he marine
markei

The kits are designed o

fit in o 40-foot container and
a fully-assembled vessel I8
12 by 7.8, or a typical char-
tor bont siEs colRmaran.

Chiof executive Jim Gard
said the husiness expected
prowth in the overseas rath-
el than domestic murkals,

He said the beat design
wis nnigue.

“Tharo is a lack of pood
madert produsts,’” Mr Gard
said.

“Many boats are based on
14 ko 156 yenr-old designs so

this 1= the first modern de-
slgned boat in 13 years,” ha
nalil.

“All the athers are just
mod fications of the origi-
nal deslgn.”

M Gand sald an Inmvi-
tive process called infesion
moulding meant thoir boats
can weigh about half that of
conventlonal vessels,

This process means the
boat iises just one third of
the resin which would ga
into any standard produc-

o baoat.

‘T'he business bagan with
flve people but this has
growm o 16 and Mr Gard
said they expecied to have

40 poaple on the books soon.

Mr Gard sald there wers
no plans to relocate the
hasiness, despite higher
manufacturing costs in the
Whitsundays.

“It & mora expensive o
manufacture them here but
ensiar from 4 marketing
potnt of wiew,” he sk
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